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The mystery of a manuscript~
The Keelung River Exploration
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Pingxi Sky Lantern Festival can be traced back to the time when the early Han people
went into the mountains for reclamation of the land. The people of the Han village had to
hide in a safe place to escape from the brutal attack of the Pingpu people. They used the
lanterns as a way to signal their safety to each other after the danger had passed. The
frame of a lantern is made of bamboo stakes, and it's covered with rice paper. The way to
release a lantern is the same as the way to fly a hot air balloon. The gold foil paper
attached to the bottom of the lantern is soaked with kerosene. When it's heated, the air
inside the lantern will expand and become lighter than the cooler air on the outside.

That's how the lantern can float slowly into the sky.
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